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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 7-1 9 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 . 1 42(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention. Election was made without traverse 
in the reply filed on 1 1 -16-04. 

2. It is requested that applicant cancel non-elected claims 7-1 9 in response to this 
action to facilitate the issue process if the application is ultimately allowed. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: line 1 of 
paragraph 20 is generally awkward, and "a" on the line could be deleted to correct this 
defect. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claims 1 -6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claim 1 , "either side" in line 1 lacks clear antecedent basis and could be 
written as -a left or right side— for clarity. Additionally, "either side" in the next to 
last line could be written as -either of said sides— for clarity if the above 
suggestion is adopted. Finally, it is noted that a space should be included 
between the two words on line 2 of claim 1 . 

Re claim 6, "said visor frame members" bridging lines 1 and 2 lacks clear 
antecedent basis and could be written as -said frame upper, said frame lower,- 
for clarity as best understood. 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 


(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the Invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1 and 6, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Hobsen et al '920. 

Hobsen et al (figure 9 embodiment) teaches a visor assembly which could be 
used on both sides of a vehicle including elements broadly readable on a frame 
upper (216) and a frame lower (232) which are permanently fixed together as 
broadly claimed. Element 214 defines a panel between the frame elements, and 
at least element 234 defines an ear attached to the frame upper as broadly 
claimed. 

Re claim 6, cover 34 for the frame elements and panel defines a textured outer 
surface as broadly claimed. 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1 and 4, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Takahashi in view of Brady. 


Application/Control Number: 10/707,428 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3612 

Takahashi (figure 5 embodiment) teaches a visor wliich could be used on either 
side of a vehicle including a separate frame upper and lower (elements 6 - figure 
6) and a panel 2 mounted between the frame elements. 
Takahashi fails to teach a movable ear as recited. 
Brady teaches a visor which can be used on either side of a vehicle which 
includes a movable ear (at 26) attached at an end of the frame to allow closer 
positioning of the visor with the vehicle structure to better place the visor out of 
the way of a user - e.g. see section 1 , lines 18-24 and section 2, lines 16-21 . 
In order to provide a visor which can be better positioned out of the way of a 
user, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a 
movable ear section at the end of the frame elements of Takahashi in view of the 
teachings of Brady. 

Re claim 4, the panel 2 of Takahashi includes perforations 1 . 
9. Claims 2 and.3, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Takahashi in view of Brady and further in view of Greig. 

Takahashi (figure 5 embodiment) teaches a visor which could be used on either 

side of a vehicle including a separate frame upper and lower (elements 6 - figure 

6) and a panel 2 mounted between the frame elements. 

Takahashi fails to teach a movable ear as recited. 

Brady teaches a visor which can be used on either side of a vehicle which 

includes a movable ear (at 26) attached at an end of the frame to allow closer 
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positioning of the visor with the vehicle structure to better place the visor out of 
the way of a user - e.g. see section 1 , lines 18-24 and section 2, lines 16-21 . 
In order to provide a visor which can be better positioned out of the way of a 
user, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art to provide a 
movable ear section at the end of the frame elements of Takahashi in view of the 
teachings of Brady. 

Re claims 2 and 3, Takahashi further teaches that the panel 2 is fixed between 
the frame upper and the frame lower (6's) and that these elements (2,6) are 
welded together via high frequency welding - see section 3, lines 14-23. 
Takahashi fails to teach specifically heat welding. 
Greig teaches a visor assembly which relies on heat welding to fuse two 
thermoplastic frame members 1 6, 1 8 together. 

If thermoplastic materials were more readily available or inexpensive in a given 
market, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to substitute 
thermoplastic materials that are heat welded together for the high-frequency 
welded materials of Takahashi (as modified by Brady) in view of the teachings of 
Greig. 

10. Claim 5, as best understood, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Takahashi in view of Brady and further in view of Masi. 

Takahashi (figure 5 embodiment) teaches a visor which could be used on either 
side of a vehicle including a separate frame upper and lower (elements 6 - figure 
6) and a panel 2 mounted between the frame elements. 
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Takahashi fails to teach a movable ear as recited. 
Brady teaches a visor which can be used on either side of a vehicle which 
includes a movable ear (at 26) attached at an end of the frame to allow closer 
positioning of the visor with the vehicle structure to better place the visor out of 
the way of a user - e.g. see section 1, lines 18-24 and section 2, lines 16-21. 
In order to provide a visor which can be better positioned out of the way of a 
user, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a 
movable ear section at the end of the frame elements of Takahashi in view of the 
teachings of Brady. 

Re claim 5, Takahashi teaches that the panel 2 is perforated with holes 1 but fails 
to teach the specific hole size and spacing as recited. 
Masi teaches a perforated vehicle visor to reduce sun glare in which the 
perforations have an idealized diameter of 0.5 to 1 .5mm and are spaced a 
distance between 1.5 and 4mm. 

In order to obtain a desired optimal level of sun glare reduction, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to size/space the perforations of 
Takahashi as modified by Brady to include 1.5mm diameter holes spaced at 
4mm which reads on the claim 5 language as broadly recited. 
11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Note at least Sturt et al additionally teaches a perforated vehicle 
visor. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Gordon whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2556. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

« 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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